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Introduction 

The conversation around AI in education has moved. A year ago, most teachers 

were still debating if AI belonged in schools at all. Now, with 61% of K-12 teachers 

using AI-driven tools in their classrooms and districts investing in institutional 

licenses, the real question is which tools actually deserve your time. 

And here is the good news: many of the most capable AI platforms now offer free 

access specifically to educators. Some are backed by nonprofit missions, others by 

venture capital betting on the education market, and a few by tech giants who see 

schools as essential ground for AI adoption. The result is a strong collection of free 

AI tools for teachers that cover everything from lesson planning and differentiated 

instruction to research, design, and student feedback. 

 

I have tested these tools extensively over the past year. These are the 10 

platforms that I believe offer the most practical value right now, each with a 

free tier generous enough to make a real difference in your daily workflow. 

 

What These Tools Can Help Teachers Do 

The free AI tools for teachers in this guide tackle the specific, time-intensive tasks 

that eat into your planning periods, your evenings, and your weekends. 

If you spend too much time building lesson plans from scratch, several of these tools 

can generate standards-aligned plans, rubrics, quizzes, and worksheets in minutes. 

MagicSchool AI and Eduaide.ai were built from the ground up around this kind of 

https://www.edweek.org/technology/i-dont-get-burnt-out-as-much-how-these-teachers-use-ai-in-their-daily-work/2025/02
https://www.edweek.org/technology/i-dont-get-burnt-out-as-much-how-these-teachers-use-ai-in-their-daily-work/2025/02
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content generation, with templates shaped by actual educators who know classroom 

workflows. 

Differentiating materials is another huge time sink, especially if you teach classes 

with wide ability ranges. Diffit can take any article, PDF, or YouTube video and 

rewrite it at a different reading level, complete with vocabulary lists and 

comprehension questions. Brisk Teaching does something similar right inside 

Google Docs, adjusting content complexity as you work. A task that used to take an 

entire evening can now happen during a prep period. 

Then there is feedback. Brisk Teaching can analyze student submissions and draft 

personalized comments aligned to your rubric, which you review and edit before 

sharing. ChatGPT for Teachers provides a secure workspace where you can upload 

student work and get detailed feedback suggestions, and none of that data gets used 

to train AI models. 

On the research side, Perplexity AI searches the web in real time and cites its 

sources, which is helpful when you are preparing units on current topics. Google 

NotebookLM works differently: you upload your own materials (PDFs, articles, 

notes) and it generates study guides, quizzes, and even podcast-style audio overviews 

from those specific sources. 

And then there is the design side. Canva for Education gives verified teachers free 

access to premium design tools and over 80,000 educational templates, and Google 

Gemini for Education plugs AI capabilities directly into the Google Workspace 

environment most schools already run. 

 

One stat sums up the impact: Teachers using AI for administrative and 

planning tasks report saving between 5 and 10 hours per week. That is time 
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you can put back into actually working with students, refining your practice, or 

just having an evening that does not revolve around grading. 

 

The 10 Best Free AI Tools for Teachers 

 

1 MagicSchool AI 

 

MagicSchool AI has become the most widely adopted AI platform in K-12 

education, with over 6 million educators across 13,000 schools and districts in 160 

countries. The free plan gives you access to all 80+ AI tools: lesson plan generators, 

rubric makers, quiz builders, IEP drafters, recommendation letter writers, and a text 

leveler that rewrites content at different grade levels. There are also 50+ student-

facing tools and Raina, an AI chatbot with unlimited generations. Teachers 

consistently report saving 7 or more hours per week on planning, differentiation, and 

communication tasks. 

Every tool here is built around the workflows teachers actually use, which is a big 

reason it works so well compared to generic AI assistants. Recent additions include 

web search integration for pulling in current events and free AI literacy courses 

designed to help both teachers and students navigate AI responsibly. 

 

2 Khanmigo 

 

Khanmigo is Khan Academy’s AI-powered teaching assistant, and it is now 100% 

free for all teachers worldwide thanks to a partnership with Microsoft. You get 20+ 

https://www.magicschool.ai/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240627356064/en/MagicSchool-AI-Raises-%2415-Million-to-Fight-Teacher-Burnout-and-Prepare-Students-for-the-AI-Future
https://www.magicschool.ai/blog-posts/ai-teaching-tools-updates-2026
https://www.khanmigo.ai/
https://news.microsoft.com/source/features/ai/khan-academy-and-microsoft-partner-to-expand-access-to-ai-tools/
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AI-powered features organized into five categories: Plan, Create, Differentiate, 

Support, and Learn. The tool generates lesson plans, discussion prompts, exit 

tickets, rubrics, and report card comments. It also groups students for differentiated 

instruction. The platform integrates with Google Classroom, Canvas, and Schoology, 

and is now available in 180+ countries with support for 30+ languages. 

The pedagogical approach here is genuinely thoughtful. Khanmigo guides students 

through problems using scaffolded hints and Socratic questioning, which is exactly 

how most teachers want AI to function in a learning environment.  

 

3 Brisk Teaching 

 

Brisk Teaching takes a different approach: it lives inside the tools you already use. 

The Chrome extension integrates directly into Google Docs, Slides, and Sheets, and 

as of August 2025 also supports Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and OneDrive. The 

free plan includes 23 essential tools: targeted feedback on student writing, a quiz 

maker that turns any text or video into a Google Forms assessment, a reading level 

adjuster, and a presentation builder. One in five K-12 teachers in the United States 

has already installed the extension, and the platform now serves over 1 million 

educators across 100+ countries. 

The feature teachers talk about most is Replay, which lets you watch a step-by-step 

playback of how a student revised their work, including copy-paste actions. You can 

actually see the writing process unfold, which also makes it easier to spot where AI-

generated content might have been inserted. A coming feature for the 2026 school 

year is Curriculum Intelligence, which will embed your district’s adopted curriculum 

and pacing guides directly into the AI so that every output aligns with what you are 

actually teaching that week. 

https://blog.khanacademy.org/teachers-in-44-countries-now-get-free-access-to-khanmigo-in-english-thanks-to-microsoft-support/
https://www.briskteaching.com/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/brisk-teaching-brings-full-microsoft-integration-to-its-ai-powered-classroom-tools-302522147.html
https://techcrunch.com/2025/03/26/ais-coming-to-the-classroom-brisk-raises-15m-after-a-quick-start-in-school/
https://www.briskteaching.com/post/brisk-announces-curriculum-intelligence-for-back-to-school-2026
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4 ChatGPT for Teachers 

 

OpenAI launched ChatGPT for Teachers in November 2025, offering free access to 

verified U.S. K-12 educators through June 2027. The package includes unlimited 

messages with GPT-4o, file uploads, image generation, data analysis, search 

capabilities, and connectors to Google Drive, Canva, and Microsoft 365. You can 

create custom GPTs for recurring tasks like vocabulary quizzes or parent newsletter 

formatting, and shared projects allow collaborative lesson planning across 

departments. Verification works through SheerID, using your school email or 

uploaded documentation, and typically takes 24 to 48 hours. 

This is essentially the full ChatGPT Plus experience, which normally costs $20 per 

month, given to teachers at no cost. OpenAI also partnered with the American 

Federation of Teachers to train 400,000 educators in practical AI skills, and 

contributed $10 million to the National Academy for AI Instruction. The workspace 

is FERPA-compliant, and OpenAI states that student data uploaded through the 

teacher workspace is never used to train their models. If you have been using the 

regular free version of ChatGPT with its conversation limits and older model, this is 

a major step up. 

 

5 Google Gemini for Education 

 

Google Gemini for Education comes included at no extra cost with all Google 

Workspace for Education editions. If your school already uses Google Classroom, 

Gmail, or Drive, you have access. The suite offers 30+ AI tools for lesson planning, 

quiz generation, rubric creation, vocabulary lists, reading comprehension questions, 

https://openai.com/index/chatgpt-for-teachers/
https://www.edweek.org/technology/chatgpt-for-teachers-a-boon-a-bust-or-just-meh/2025/11
https://edu.google.com/intl/ALL_us/ai/gemini-for-education/
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and differentiated assignments. A recent addition worth noting is Audio Lessons, 

which generates podcast-style content customizable by grade level, topic, and 

conversation style. Educators in pilot districts have reported saving up to 10 hours 

per week, and over 1 million educators have completed Google’s AI training 

programs, with 100,000+ earning free Gemini Certifications. 

The biggest advantage here is integration. You can generate a rubric directly inside 

Google Classroom, get AI-suggested feedback on student writing in Docs, or build 

interactive study guides without ever leaving the tools your school has standardized 

on. On the privacy side, Gemini for Education operates as a “school official” under 

FERPA, which means student data is contractually protected and never used for 

model training or advertising. The platform also holds SOC 1/2/3 and ISO 27001 

certifications, and has earned the Common Sense Privacy Seal. 

 

6 Canva for Education 

 

Canva for Education gives verified K-12 teachers free access to a premium design 

subscription worth over $120 per year. The education tier includes over 80,000 

teaching resources, templates organized by grade and subject, and the full Magic 

Studio AI suite: Magic Write (AI text generation), Magic Design (layout generation 

from prompts), Magic Eraser (photo editing), and Magic Resize (format conversion 

across platforms). There are also classroom management tools, real-time student 

collaboration, assignment tracking, and integrations with Google Classroom, Canvas, 

Schoology, Microsoft Teams, Moodle, and Blackboard. As of 2025, over 100 

million teachers, students, and education administrators use Canva monthly. 

https://blog.google/products-and-platforms/products/education/bett-2026-gemini-classroom-updates/
https://blog.google/outreach-initiatives/education/google-for-education-year-in-review-2025/
https://cloud.google.com/security/compliance/ferpa
https://www.canva.com/education/
https://www.canva.com/education/teachers/
https://www.canva.com/education/teachers/
https://www.canva.com/newsroom/news/100-million-education-milestone/
https://www.canva.com/newsroom/news/100-million-education-milestone/
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I have written a full guide on everything Canva for Education offers, including the AI 

features, classroom tools, privacy protections, and practical strategies. Check out my 

comprehensive Canva for Education guide for the complete picture. 

 

7 Google NotebookLM 

 

Google NotebookLM does something the other tools on this list do not do as well: it 

turns your own materials into interactive learning resources. Upload PDFs, Google 

Docs, web links, or images, and NotebookLM generates summaries, study guides, 

quizzes, flashcards, and mind maps grounded entirely in the content you provided. 

The Audio Overviews feature creates podcast-style discussions where two AI hosts 

talk through your materials in 80+ languages, and a newer Video Overviews feature 

turns documents into narrated videos with diagrams and quotes pulled from your 

sources. 

Adoption numbers show how quickly this tool has caught on: 43% of NotebookLM 

users are students and 26% are educators. The most compelling use case for 

teachers? Creating review materials. You upload your unit’s readings and lecture 

notes, and NotebookLM generates a study guide, a set of practice questions, and an 

audio overview that students can listen to at home. Every output is cited back to your 

uploaded sources, so students learn to trace claims to specific documents. 

 

8 Perplexity AI 

 

Perplexity AI is an AI-powered research engine that searches the web in real time 

and attaches numbered citations to every claim in its responses. Most AI chatbots 

generate text from training data. Perplexity actually goes out and finds current 

https://notebooklm.google.com/
https://techcrunch.com/2025/07/29/googles-notebooklm-rolls-out-video-overviews/
https://blog.google/technology/google-labs/notebooklm-student-features/
https://blog.google/technology/google-labs/notebooklm-student-features/
https://www.perplexity.ai/
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sources, which makes it particularly useful when you are preparing lessons on 

evolving topics or helping students develop research skills. The Academic focus 

mode restricts searches to peer-reviewed journals and scholarly databases, while 

Spaces let students create persistent research environments where they can upload 

assignment rubrics, set custom instructions, and keep all their queries organized. 

The free tier includes unlimited basic searches and a limited number of Pro-quality 

searches per day. 

The citation-first approach makes Perplexity a natural fit for teaching information 

literacy. Every claim comes with a traceable source, but a March 2025 study by the 

Tow Center for Digital Journalism at Columbia University found a 37% error rate in 

cited claims, so verification skills are still essential. Verified students and educators 

can access Education Pro for free or at a significant discount through SheerID, 

unlocking Deep Research, file uploads, and advanced AI models. I have written a 

detailed guide on classroom strategies and limitations if you want to go deeper: see 

my full guide to Perplexity AI for research. 

 

9 Diffit 

 

Diffit tackles one of the most persistent challenges in teaching: differentiating reading 

materials when your classroom has a wide range of ability levels. Paste any article, 

upload a PDF, drop in a web link, or provide a YouTube video URL, and Diffit 

rewrites the content at your chosen reading level, from 2nd grade through 11th grade 

and beyond. Along with the adapted text, it automatically generates vocabulary lists, 

multiple-choice questions, short-answer prompts, and open-ended discussion 

questions tailored to that level. You can export everything directly to Google Docs, 

Google Slides, Google Forms, Microsoft 365, or PDF with formatting intact. 

https://docs.perplexity.ai/guides/academic-filter-guide
https://docs.perplexity.ai/guides/academic-filter-guide
https://www.perplexity.ai/hub/blog/a-student-s-guide-to-using-perplexity-spaces
https://www.cjr.org/tow_center/we-compared-eight-ai-search-engines-theyre-all-bad-at-citing-news.php
https://www.cjr.org/tow_center/we-compared-eight-ai-search-engines-theyre-all-bad-at-citing-news.php
https://www.perplexity.ai/hub/blog/bringing-perplexity-to-education-and-not-for-profits
https://web.diffit.me/
https://web.diffit.me/updates2025
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Diffit goes well beyond simple AI paraphrasing. The tool restructures sentences, 

adjusts tone, and modifies complexity in ways that preserve meaning while making 

the content genuinely accessible at different grade levels. It does not just swap words 

for simpler synonyms, and you can feel the difference in the outputs. The free 

version is robust enough for daily classroom use, and Diffit is FERPA and COPPA 

compliant. If you teach inclusion classrooms, work with multilingual learners, or 

simply have wide reading ranges within a single section, this is one of those tools that 

changes your prep routine almost immediately. 

 

10 Eduaide.ai 

 

Eduaide.ai is built around the content creation tasks that consume so much planning 

time. The platform offers over 110 resource types: lesson plans, worksheets, escape 

rooms, role-playing scenarios, vocabulary choice boards, letters of recommendation, 

and plenty more. The free tier gives you 15 generations per month, which is enough 

to explore the platform and handle a few key tasks. The Pro plan ($5.99/month or 

$49.99/year) unlocks unlimited access. Over 500,000 educators use Eduaide, and 

the platform has generated more than 5 million resources since launch. 

The tool’s Erasmus AI assistant is where the real flexibility shows up. It functions as 

a content-aware chatbot that can differentiate materials, adjust text complexity, 

translate content into 50+ languages, create exemplars, scaffold assignments, and 

reformat resources through conversational prompts. You can refine and iterate on 

outputs in natural language, and it feels much closer to brainstorming with a 

colleague than filling out a template form. Eduaide is also entirely teacher-facing: 

there is no student login or student-facing interface, which simplifies adoption and 

sidesteps many of the data privacy questions that come up with student-facing AI 

tools. 

https://www.eduaide.ai/
https://www.eduaide.ai/academy/fundamentals/eduaide-chat


10 Best Free AI Tools for Teachers in 2026 

educatorstechnology.com 

 


	Introduction
	What These Tools Can Help Teachers Do
	The 10 Best Free AI Tools for Teachers

