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Teaching with Al

Practical Strategies to Integrate Al in The Classroom

In Teaching with Al, I speak directly to you as a teacher working through real

classroom questions about Al. The book helps you build strong Al literacy so you

understand how these systems work, where they help, and where caution 1s needed.
I share concrete classroom strategies, examples drawn from practice, and ways to

align Al use with sound pedagogy and professional judgment. My goal 1s to support
you 1n using Al thoughtfully as part of your teaching, in ways that deepen learning

and keep human expertise at the center.

Grab your copy here.
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Introduction

History and social studies classrooms run on stories, primary sources, and the ability
to think critically about both. Al tools are starting to change how teachers bring all
three into their lessons, and the results are worth paying attention to. Students can now
hold Al-powered conversations with historical figures, build interactive timelines from
a single paragraph of text, and explore immersive virtual field trips to places like the

Berlin Wall or ancient Egyptian temples.

At the same time, this subject area carries some unique risks. Al can fabricate dates,
misattribute quotes, and present one-sided narratives with total confidence. A tool that
hallucinates a citation 1 a history class 1s annoying; a tool that fabricates a historical
source can undermine the whole point of the discipline. The best Al tools for history
teachers are the ones buwlt with accuracy guardrails, source verification, and
transparent limitations, and unfortunately there are none with 1009 accuracy and
safety. The sole guarantor 1s you the teacher. You need to use your judgment and
subject expertise to verify and evaluate Al content. We’ 1l talk more about mitations

in the coming sections.

In this guide, I share a wide variety of Al tools that are especially 1deal for history and
social studies teachers. Yes, I did my research with the help of Al, scoured online
forums and professional communities and compiled for you this list featuring what
history and social studies teachers are actually recommending and/or using in their
teaching practice. But before that, let me quickly share some of the things you can do

with these tools!

Please note that I am not affihated with any tool, framework, or plattorm mentioned

here and its inclusion mn this guide does not necessarily mean endorsement!
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‘What Teachers Can Do with These AI Tools

Al tools bring specific advantages to history and social studies because the subject
demands source analysis, contextual thinking, and the ability to see events from

multiple perspectives. Here 1s what they make possible.
1.Create conversations with historical figures

Al chatbot platforms let students interview leaders, activists, and thinkers from any
era. A student can ask IFrederick Douglass about his views on education, or question
a Roman senator about daily life in the Republic. These conversations work best as
springboards for deeper research, giving students a starting point they can verify and

expand on with real primary sources.
2. Build interactive timelines in seconds

Al timeline generators can take a block of text, a PDF, or even a YouTube video and
produce a visual imeline that maps out key events, overlapping narratives, and cause-
and-effect relationships. You can use them to show how events in different regions

unfolded simultaneously, helping students see the bigger picture.

3. Grade AP essays faster with rubric-ahgned feedback

Al grading tools designed for AP History can score DBQs, LEQs, and SAQs against
official AP rubrics, providing detailed feedback and justification reports. Teachers use

them as a first pass that saves hours, then add personalized comments on top.
4. Adapt primary source readings for different levels

Al text-leveling tools rewrite complex historical documents at multiple reading levels,
keeping the core content mtact. You can hand every student in the room the same
document at an appropriate difficulty, so the whole class can participate in the same

discussion.
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5. Take virtual field trips to historical sites

VR and AR platforms offer immersive experiences at locations like D-Day beaches,
the Selma Bridge, the Great Wall of China, and colomal Williamsburg. Students can
explore these places visually and spatially, which adds a dimension that textbooks can't

match.
6. Teach source evaluation and media literacy

You can have students compare Al-generated historical summaries against verified
sources, turning Al mistakes into teachable moments. This kind of exercise builds the

critical thinking skills that are central to the discipline.

Al Tools Worth Trying

I've organized the tools below into clear categories covering everything from image
generation and style transfer to music composition, ear training, and nstrument
practice. Each entry includes a brief description and a link so you can explore on your

own terms.

Historical Figure Chatbots and Simulations

1. Humy.a1

Humvy.ai was built specifically for social studies classrooms. Students can conduct
structured interviews, debates, and role-play simulations with Al-powered historical
figures. The platform mcludes ready-made lesson plans, Al-graded assignments, and
LMS integration. Version 2.0 launched with expanded social studies features, and

Humy has partnered with PBS and 80+ education and culture providers.


https://www.humy.ai/
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2. Hello History

Hello History offers AI-driven conversations with 400+ historical figures. Students can

talk to anyone from Cleopatra to Martin Luther King Jr. and explore their 1deas in a
conversational format. Available on 10S and Android. A strong option for quick

historical figure dialogues that spark curiosity before deeper research.

3. SchoolAl

SchoolAl lets teachers build personalized Al tutoring "Spaces" for any topic. You
could create a space where students explore the causes of World War 1 through
guided Al conversation, with the AI staying within the boundaries you set. The
Mission Control dashboard shows you every student interaction in real time. FERPA

and COPPA compliant, with 200,000+ pre-built spaces to choose from.

Timeline and Visualization Tools

4. MyLens.ai

MylLens.a1 1s a free Al timeline generator that creates interactive timelines from text,
PDFs, videos, or URLs. It also produces flowcharts and mind maps. The Chrome
extension makes it easy to generate a timeline from any web article. Particularly useful

for helping students visualize how events 1n different regions connect and overlap.

5. Genially



https://www.hellohistory.ai/
https://schoolai.com/
https://mylens.ai/
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Gemnially offers 42+ free interactive imeline templates designed for history and social
studies. You can embed videos, audio, and pop-up mformation windows mto any
timeline. The platform also supports interactive maps and multmedia-rich
presentations, making it a versatile tool for both teacher-created and student-created

projects.

Assessment and Grading

6. CoGrader

CoGrader was designed specifically for AP teachers. It grades DBQs, LEQs, and
SAQs against AP rubrics and generates detailed feedback with justification reports for
each score. The tool mimports assignments from Google Classroom, Canvas, and
Schoology. Free for up to 100 essays per month. AP History teachers especially

appreciate the consistency and time savings it provides.

7. Conker AI

Conker Al creates quizzes with multiple choice, drag-and-drop, and open-ended
questions aligned to standards like TEKS and state frameworks. It integrates with
Google Forms and Canvas. Most teachers can generate a complete quiz in under two
minutes. The accessibility features include read-aloud support for students who need

it.

8. Curipod



https://genially.com/
https://cograder.com/
https://conker.ai/
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Curipod 1s an mteractive lesson and shde platform with Al-generated content, polls,
word clouds, drawing activities, and Al feedback on student responses. The "Curify
My Shides" feature converts your existing materials into interactive lessons. Works well

for both in-person and remote mstruction.

AP Exam Preparation

9. Acely

Acely provides Al-powered AP exam preparation for AP US History, AP World
History, and other subjects. Students get personalized Al tutoring, practice questions,
and detailed essay feedback on SAQs, LEQs, and DBQs. A solid supplement for

students preparing for exam day.

10. DeAP Learning Labs

DeAP Learning Labs was developed in partnership with popular history educators,

including the team behind Heimler's History. The platform offers Al-driven practice
and tutoring for AP history exams, with content aligned to the specific skills and

question formats students will face on test day.

Civics and Government

11. 1Civics



https://curipod.com/
https://acely.com/
https://deaplearning.com/
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1Cvics 1s a game-based civics platform founded by former Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor. It features 20+ web and mobile games covering federal, state,
and local government topics. The latest release, "Investigation Declaration," won the
2025 GEE! Award and was developed m partnership with the Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation. A proven choice for making government and civics feel relevant and

engaging.

Differentiated Reading and Primary Sources

12. Daffit

Diffit adjusts any text to different reading levels and automatically generates
comprehension questions, vocabulary lists, and discussion prompts. It processes
PDFs, links, videos, and pasted text. Especially useful for adapting complex historical
documents so every student can engage with the same source material at an

appropriate difficulty.

13. Transkribus

Transkribus uses Al to transcribe handwritten historical documents and manuscripts.
It works across 100+ languages and centuries of handwriting styles, with 300+ public
models covering scripts from the 9th century onward. If you want students to work
with actual historical letters, diaries, or official documents, this tool makes those texts

readable and searchable.

Virtual Reality and Immersive Learning


https://www.icivics.org/
https://web.diffit.me/
https://www.transkribus.org/
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14. VictoryXR

VictoryXR provides VR and AR experiences with 150+ global field trips. Students can
visit D-Day beaches, walk across the Selma Bridge, explore the Berlin Wall, and tour
Egyptian temples. The platform includes an AI Tutor feature and was a finalist for
best edtech product in 2025. A powerful way to bring distant places and past events

into the classroom.

15. Nearpod

Nearpod 1s an mteractive engagement platform with 22,000+ standards-aligned lessons
and virtual field trips focused on historical locations. It supports formative assessments

through quizzes, polls, matching activities, and drawing prompts. Available in both hive

and student-paced modes, which gives you flexibility in how you structure class time.

Lesson Planning and Content Creation

16. MagicSchool Al

MagicSchool Al mcludes 80+ teaching tools with generators for lesson plans, rubrics,
assessments, and text leveling. Studio Mode generates entire lesson packages with
mmages and scaffolded versions. Available in 30 languages. Free tier with lIimited
features; paid plans offer unlimited access. One of the most popular teacher Al

platforms right now.


https://www.victoryxr.com/
https://nearpod.com/
https://www.magicschool.ai/
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17. Eduaide.a1

Eduaide.ai offers 110+ resource types organized by pedagogical frameworks like UDL
and Understanding by Design. It was built by two public school teachers. Resources
mclude lesson plans, worksheets, graphic organizers, and gamified activities like

Jeopardy and escape rooms. Free tier allows 15 generations per month.

18. Brisk Teaching

Brisk Teaching is a free Chrome extension with 30+ Al tools. It creates presentations,

scaffolds materials, generates podcasts from content, and detects Al-generated text in
student work. The extension works mside Google Docs and Shdes, so it fits naturally

mto your existing workflow.

Research and Source Verification

19. Consensus

Consensus 1s an Al-powered research engine built on 200+ million scholarly papers
and book chapters. It generates summaries with proper citations and avoids the
hallucinated sources that plague general Al tools. No sign-up required. A strong

option for teaching students how to find and cite credible academic sources.


https://www.eduaide.ai/
https://www.briskteaching.com/
https://consensus.app/
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Tips for Getting Started

These tips come from history and social studies teachers who have tested these tools

mn real classrooms and shared what they learned.

1. Always fact-check Al-generated historical content. Al tools can fabricate
dates, invent quotes, and present incomplete narratives with full confidence.
Before you share any Al-generated material with students, verify names, dates,
and claims against trusted sources. Better yet, make the fact-checking part of

the lesson itself.

2. Use Al historical figures as a launchpad, not a destination. Conversations
with Al versions of historical figures are engaging, but they are interpretations,
not primary sources. Have students follow up every Al conversation with their
own source analysis. The chatbot gets them curious; the research builds the

actual understanding.

3. Start with one tool and one specific goal. If grading AP essays eats up your
weekends, try CoGrader. If your students struggle with dense primary sources,
try Difhit. Pick the tool that solves your biggest problem first, and add others

once you're comfortable.

4. Turn Al mistakes into critical thinking exercises. Have students compare an
Al-generated summary of a historical event against verified sources. Ask them

to 1identify what the AI got right, what 1t missed, and what 1t presented with a
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particular slant. This kind of exercise teaches exactly the source evaluation

skills your course 1s designed to build.

5. For AP teachers: treat Al grading as a first pass. CoGrader and similar tools
provide rubric-aligned feedback that gives you a head start. Review a sample of
the Al scores against your own standards to calibrate, then use the tool's output

as a foundation you can refine and personalize.

6. Pair imeline tools with student-created timelines. Al-generated timelines
are impressive, but students learn the most when they build their own. Use Al
timelines as models or comparison tools, then have students construct their
own from primary sources. The process of deciding what belongs on the

timeline 1s where the learning happens.

7. Set clear Al use policies for your classroom. Students need specific
boundaries. "You may use Al to bramnstorm research questions" 1s very
different from "You may use Al to write your essay.” Spell out which uses
support learning and which cross into academic dishonesty, and revisit those

guidelines throughout the year.

8. Use differentiated reading tools for whole-class discussions. Tools like Daffit
and Brisk Teaching let you create multiple reading levels of the same primary
source. Every student engages with 1dentical content at an appropriate difficulty,

which keeps class discussions unified and inclusive.
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9. Explore VR field trips for topics that benefit from spatial context. Places
like battlefields, government buildings, and ancient ruins are hard to
understand from a textbook alone. VR platforms like VictoryXR and Nearpod
let students walk through these spaces, which adds a physical dimension to

their understanding of events.

10. Connect with other history teachers onhne. Communities like
r/historyteachers and r/socialstudies on Reddit, along with the #sschat
community on X, are where teachers swap tool recommendations, lesson
1deas, and practical workflows. The conversations 1n these spaces tend to be

candid about what actually works and what falls flat.

Conclusion

Al tools for history and social studies have reached a point where they can genuinely
lighten your workload and open new avenues for student engagement. The chatbot
platforms bring historical figures into the conversation. The timeline generators turn
paragraphs nto visual narratives. The grading tools reclaim your weekends. And the

VR experiences take students to places they might never visit in person.

The real strength of these tools shows up when you pair them with the skills your
subject already teaches. Source evaluation, perspective-taking, evidence-based
argument, critical analysis of claims. Al gives students something new to analyze,
compare, and question, and those are exactly the muscles a good history class 1s

designed to build.
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