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Teaching with AI 

Practical Strategies to Integrate AI in The Classroom 

In Teaching with AI, I speak directly to you as a teacher working through real 

classroom questions about AI. The book helps you build strong AI literacy so you 

understand how these systems work, where they help, and where caution is needed. 

I share concrete classroom strategies, examples drawn from practice, and ways to 

align AI use with sound pedagogy and professional judgment. My goal is to support 

you in using AI thoughtfully as part of your teaching, in ways that deepen learning 

and keep human expertise at the center. 

Grab your copy here. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FY3VJJDZ
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FY3VJJDZ
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Introduction 

Rubrics are one of the most useful assessment tools a teacher can have. A well-

designed rubric tells students exactly what you expect, gives them a clear path to follow, 

and makes your grading faster and more consistent. The problem is that building a 

good rubric from scratch takes time you don't always have. You know the drill: you sit 

down with the best intentions, map out criteria, write level descriptors, align everything 

to your learning objectives, and before you realize it, an hour has gone by and you're 

still adjusting wording on the third row. 

This is where AI comes in. Tools like ChatGPT, Claude, and Gemini, along with a 

growing number of dedicated rubric generators, can produce a solid first draft in 

minutes. You describe the assignment, specify your criteria, and the AI returns a rubric 

you can actually work with. It won't be perfect. It never is. But it gives you something 

to react to, and that's usually faster than starting from a blank page. 

The catch, and there's always a catch, is that AI-generated rubrics need real editing. 

They tend to sound generic. They sometimes misalign with your actual learning goals. 

And they can miss the specific context of your classroom, your grade level, and the 

particular assignment you have in mind. The pedagogically sound approach is to treat 

AI as a starting point. You generate, you review, you revise, and then you have a rubric 

that's both yours and better than what either you or the AI could have produced alone. 

I have already shared a post on how to create rubrics using Canva but in this guide I 

want to go deeper. I'll walk through practical tips for getting better output from AI 

rubric tools, cover the dedicated platforms and approaches teachers are actually using 

right now, and close with a look at the limitations you should know about before you 

rely on any of these tools too heavily. 

https://www.educatorstechnology.com/2025/04/teachers-guide-to-creating-rubrics-using-ai.html
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Tips for Generating Rubrics Using AI 

Before we jump to the AI tools themselves, let's talk about how to get the most out of 

them. The quality of your AI-generated rubric depends almost entirely on what you 

put in. A vague prompt produces a vague rubric. A specific, detailed prompt produces 

something you can actually use. Here are some tips to keep in mind: 

1. Start with an existing rubric as your model.  If you already have a rubric that 

works well for a similar assignment, feed it to the AI as a reference. You can 

say something like "Here's a rubric I use for argumentative essays. Create a 

similar one for a compare-and-contrast essay on the same grade level." The AI 

picks up on your structure, your language, your expectations, and it produces 

output that's much closer to what you'd actually use than a cold start ever 

would. 

 

2. Specify the assignment, grade level, and subject clearly.  The difference 

between a rubric for a 5th-grade book report and a 10th-grade research paper 

is massive, and the AI has no way of knowing which one you need unless you 

spell it out. Include the grade level, the subject, the assignment type, and any 

specific skills or standards you're targeting. The more context you provide, the 

more relevant the rubric will be. 

 

3. Include your learning objectives and standards.  Tell the AI exactly what you 

want students to demonstrate. If you're targeting Common Core, NGSS, or 

state-specific standards, paste them right into your prompt. A rubric that's 

aligned to specific learning objectives is infinitely more useful than one built 

around generic criteria like "quality of writing" or "critical thinking." 
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4. Make it a collaborative process with your students.  One of the most 

powerful uses of AI rubric generators isn't creating rubrics for students but 

creating rubrics with them. Share the AI-generated draft with your class, discuss 

what each criterion means, ask students what they think is missing, and revise 

together. Students who help build the rubric understand the expectations at a 

much deeper level, and the conversation itself becomes a learning opportunity. 

 

5. Define the number of performance levels and what each should look like.  

Don't leave this to the AI's default settings. Specify whether you want 3, 4, or 5 

levels. Tell the AI what your top level should sound like and what your lowest 

level should describe. If you want your levels labeled "Exceeds Expectations / 

Meets Expectations / Approaching / Beginning," say so. If you prefer numerical 

scales or custom labels, include that too. 

 

6. Ask for specific, observable descriptors.  Generic descriptors are the biggest 

weakness of AI-generated rubrics. "Student demonstrates understanding" 

means almost nothing. Push the AI to give you language like "Student identifies 

at least three specific textual examples to support their argument, each with a 1-

2 sentence explanation of how it connects to the thesis." The more specific 

your instructions, the more specific the output. 

 

7. Request weighted criteria if your assignment calls for it.  Not every rubric 

criterion carries equal weight. If argument quality matters far beyond formatting 

in your assignment, tell the AI to weight it accordingly. You can say "Content 

and argument should be worth 40% of the total, evidence and support 30%, 
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organization 20%, and mechanics 10%." This gives you a rubric that reflects 

your actual priorities. 

 

8. Edit the final output thoroughly.  This is the most important step. Read 

every single descriptor. Ask yourself: would I actually give a student this score 

for this work? Does this language match how I talk about quality in my 

classroom? Are there gaps where a student could technically meet the criteria 

but still miss the point of the assignment? AI gets you 70-80% of the way there. 

Your professional judgment handles the rest. 

AI Rubric Generators 

There's a wide variety of tools available right now to help you build rubrics faster and 

with more consistency. Some are full platforms with dozens of features. Others do 

one thing and do it well. Here are my favourites and those I've seen teachers talking 

about and actively using. 

AI Chatbots: ChatGPT, Claude, and Gemini 

I'm very fond of AI chatbots, especially the trio of ChatGPT, Claude, and Gemini. A 

few days ago, when I shared my guide featuring the best free AI tools for teachers, I 

mentioned that if you're willing to master prompting and be precise with your 

instructions, you don't need any other AI tool. These three chatbots can handle rubric 

creation, lesson planning, feedback generation, and just about anything else you throw 

at them. 

For rubric creation specifically, the workflow is straightforward. You describe your 

assignment in detail, paste in your learning objectives or standards, specify the number 

of criteria and performance levels you want, and ask the chatbot to generate a rubric 

in table format. The output is usually a solid starting draft. ChatGPT tends to produce 

https://www.educatorstechnology.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Best_Free_AI_Tools_for_Teachers_Guide_2026.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawP8Z7xleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETJNTVhJZ3Q4TGxQdHdaTXNLc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHug2ky0sBmBTCOd8RadhS5WSUzVm0shx4fBFwWw9R-tU0G2EtvacWwtyXd87_aem_guFoZMn77QM8yhGSlZQyXA
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well-structured tables with clear formatting. Claude handles longer, more nuanced 

descriptors particularly well, especially when you provide a lot of context. Gemini has 

the advantage of working directly inside Google Docs and Sheets if your school runs 

on Google Workspace, so you can generate and edit without switching platforms. 

Here's a practical example. You could prompt Claude with: "Create a 4-level rubric 

for a 7th-grade persuasive essay. The criteria should include: thesis clarity, use of 

evidence, counterargument, organization, and conventions. Align to Common Core 

W.7.1. Use specific, observable language in each descriptor. Format as a table." In 

about 30 seconds, you'll have a rubric you can start editing. 

Now, here's where it gets even better. Once you've edited the AI output and have a 

rubric you're happy with, combine it with Canva. Canva offers various rubric templates 

that look polished and professional. Search for "rubric" in Canva's template library and 

you'll find dozens of options. Drop your edited text into a Canva template, adjust the 

colours to match your classroom branding, and you've got a rubric that's both 

pedagogically sound and visually clean. 

1 MagicSchool 

 

MagicSchool is one of the most popular AI platforms among teachers right now, and 

the rubric generator is one of its strongest features. The free core plan gives you access 

to over 40 AI tools, and the premium plan runs $8.33 per month. 

The rubric generator asks you to describe your assignment, pick a grade level, and 

specify the criteria you want. It then produces a rubric in table format with clearly 

defined performance levels. You can edit directly in the platform, export to Google 

Docs, or copy and paste wherever you need it.  

 

https://magicschool.ai/tools/rubric-generator
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2 Brisk Teaching 

 

Brisk Teaching is a free Chrome extension that works as an overlay on Google Docs, 

Word Online, and most LMS platforms. The rubric generator is just one of many 

features. You can also generate feedback, adjust reading levels, and create 

assignments, all from the same toolbar. 

What makes Brisk practical for rubric creation is the standards alignment feature. You 

can select specific state or national standards and the rubric will be built around them. 

The output exports cleanly to Google Docs or Word, and because it works as a 

browser extension, there's no separate platform to log into. It's also available in 20+ 

languages, which is valuable for teachers working in multilingual settings. 

 

3 CoGrader 

 

CoGrader comes with over 30 pre-built rubric templates aligned to CCSS, TEKS, 

Florida B.E.S.T., and AP/IB frameworks. If you teach within any of these systems, 

having a rubric template that already speaks your standards language is a real time 

saver. 

The platform integrates directly with Google Classroom and Canvas, so you can create 

a rubric, attach it to an assignment, and grade student submissions all in one place. 

The free tier gives you 25 essays per month with rubric-based grading included.  

https://www.briskteaching.com/ai-tools/rubric-generator
https://cograder.com/ai-rubric-generator
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4 Monsha 

 

Monsha offers two approaches to rubric creation.: The "Minimal Effort" mode 

generates a complete rubric from a brief description and the "Full Control" mode lets 

you specify every criterion, every level, and every descriptor before the AI fills in the 

gaps. 

The free plan gives you 50 AI credits per month. The pro plan is $99 per year. 

Monsha aligns rubrics to Bloom's Taxonomy and Webb's Depth of Knowledge 

(DOK), which is particularly useful if your school uses these frameworks for 

curriculum planning. It also connects to Google Classroom for easy assignment 

integration. 

 

5 Khan Academy Khanmigo 

 

Khanmigo is Khan Academy's AI teaching assistant, and it's now free for all teachers 

in the US. The rubric creation feature works through a conversational chat interface. 

You describe your assignment, and Khanmigo walks you through building criteria, 

performance levels, and descriptors step by step. 

The conversational approach is actually quite helpful for teachers who aren't sure 

exactly what criteria they want. Khanmigo asks clarifying questions: What grade level? 

What skills are you assessing? How many levels do you want? It feels more like 

working with a colleague than typing into a text box. Because it's built on Khan 

Academy's educational content library, it has a strong sense of grade-appropriate 

expectations across subjects. 

 

https://monsha.ai/tools/rubric-generator
https://www.khanmigo.ai/
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6 Flint K-12 

 

Flint K-12 focuses specifically on differentiation. It can generate rubrics calibrated to 

different student knowledge levels and English language proficiency, which makes it 

especially useful in classrooms with a wide range of learners. 

The multilingual support is a good feature. Flint can translate rubric criteria into 

multiple languages, so ELL students and their families can understand the 

expectations in their home language. You can export finished rubrics to Word or 

Google Drive. The interface is clean and teacher-friendly, and the focus on K-12 

means the output is calibrated for the specific expectations and language of pre-college 

education. 

 

7 Formative (with Luna) 

 

Formative is primarily a real-time assessment platform, but Luna, its AI assistant, 

includes rubric generation as part of its toolkit. You can create rubrics directly within 

Formative and attach them to assessments that students complete in real time. 

The real-time element is where Formative adds value that standalone rubric generators 

can't match. You create a rubric, assign it to an assessment, and then watch student 

progress during class. Luna can auto-score objective questions against your rubric 

criteria as students submit them. For open-ended responses, it groups similar answers 

so you can grade them in batches. It's a rubric tool that's deeply integrated into an 

assessment workflow, not just a standalone generator. 

https://flintk12.com/tools/ai-rubric-generator
https://www.formative.com/
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8 Microsoft Teams for Education 

 

If your school uses Microsoft 365, there's a built-in AI rubric generator inside 

Microsoft Teams for Education that many teachers don't even know about. It supports 

rubric creation in 9 languages and integrates directly with Teams assignments. 

The generator uses your assignment description to suggest criteria and performance 

levels. You can edit everything inline, adjust the number of levels, and save rubrics for 

reuse across assignments. Because it's built into the same platform where you manage 

your classes, assignments, and grades, there's no additional tool to learn or maintain. 

For schools already invested in the Microsoft ecosystem, this is the path of least 

resistance. 

 

9 EssayGrader.ai 

 

EssayGrader.ai started as an essay grading platform, but its rubric creation features 

have become a strong draw on their own. The free tier gives you 25 essays per month, 

and the rubric builder is included. 

You can create custom rubrics from scratch, use pre-built templates, or upload an 

existing rubric for the AI to refine. The platform integrates with Google Classroom, 

Canvas, and Schoology. One feature teachers appreciate is the comment bank. As you 

grade with a rubric, you can save your best feedback comments and reuse them. You 

gradually build a personal library of rubric-aligned feedback that gets faster to deploy 

with every assignment. 

 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/topic/create-and-manage-grading-rubrics-in-microsoft-teams-68292a5f-f582-4a41-8ba3-8c96288ec5ca
https://www.essaygrader.ai/
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10 Coursebox.ai 

 

Coursebox.ai takes a broader approach. It's a full course creation platform with AI 

rubric generation built in. You can create entire courses, modules, and assessments 

with rubrics attached, all from a single platform. 

The rubric generator supports over 100 languages, which makes it one of the most 

accessible options for international schools and multilingual contexts. Coursebox also 

includes AI-powered grading that uses your rubrics to evaluate student submissions, 

so the rubric you create becomes an active grading tool, not just a reference document. 

The platform is particularly popular among higher education instructors and 

corporate trainers who need to build assessment frameworks at scale. 

Limitations 

Whenever we talk about AI and its use in education or anywhere for that matter, we 

need to be upfront about the limitations it brings. AI rubric generators are no 

exception. They save time and provide useful starting points, but they come with trade-

offs that every teacher should understand: 

1. AI can hallucinate and produce inaccurate content. This is the most fundamental 

risk. AI models sometimes generate criteria or descriptors that sound authoritative but 

are factually wrong or educationally unsound. You might get a rubric that references 

a standard that doesn't exist, or performance descriptors that don't actually align with 

the criteria they're supposed to measure. You can't assume the AI got it right just 

because the formatting looks clean. Every rubric needs a careful human review. 

2. Generic output is the default. Unless you provide very specific, detailed prompts, 

AI tends to produce rubrics that could apply to almost any assignment. "Student 

demonstrates understanding of the topic" appears in AI-generated rubrics constantly, 

and it tells students almost nothing about what you actually expect. The burden is on 

https://www.coursebox.ai/
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you to push the AI toward specific, observable, measurable descriptors, and that takes 

deliberate prompting. 

3. AI doesn't know your students or your classroom context. A rubric for a class of 

advanced 11th-graders needs different expectations than one for a mixed-ability 7th-

grade class, even if the assignment type is the same. AI has no way of understanding 

the specific dynamics of your classroom, the scaffolding you've provided, or the 

particular challenges your students face. You're the only one who can calibrate the 

rubric to your actual teaching context. 

4. Standards alignment can be superficial. Some tools claim to align rubrics to specific 

standards, but the alignment is often surface-level. The rubric might mention the 

standard number without truly reflecting what the standard asks students to 

demonstrate. Always cross-reference AI-generated standards alignment with the actual 

standard language to verify that the rubric genuinely assesses what the standard 

requires. 

5. Bias in language and expectations. AI models are trained on large datasets that 

reflect dominant cultural and linguistic patterns. This means AI-generated rubrics may 

inadvertently penalize students who write in non-standard English varieties, use 

culturally specific communication styles, or approach assignments from perspectives 

the training data didn't adequately represent. Be especially attentive to rubric language 

that could disadvantage English language learners or students from diverse linguistic 

backgrounds. 

6. Over-reliance can erode your professional judgment. The more you outsource 

rubric creation to AI, the easier it becomes to stop thinking critically about what you're 

assessing and why. Rubric design is a form of curriculum thinking. It forces you to 

articulate what matters most in an assignment, how quality differs across levels, and 
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what evidence of learning looks like. If AI handles all of that, you risk losing a valuable 

reflective practice. 

7. Privacy considerations when using student work as input. If you feed example 

student work into a chatbot to help calibrate your rubric (for example, "Here's a sample 

essay; create a rubric that would give this a B+"), that student work is being processed 

by external servers. Your school's data policies, FERPA requirements, and the specific 

tool's privacy terms all play a role here, and this could easily become a compliance 

issue. Always check what happens to the data you input before uploading any student 

work. 

Conclusion 

AI rubric generators are practical tools that can save you significant time on one of 

teaching's most tedious tasks. The best ones give you a solid first draft in minutes, 

aligned to your standards, structured around your criteria, and formatted for 

immediate use. And when you combine them with design tools like Canva, the final 

product can look as professional as anything from a published curriculum guide. 

But the rubric that actually works in your classroom, the one students understand, the 

one that genuinely helps them improve, that rubric still needs your hands on it. AI 

handles the scaffolding. You bring the judgment, the context, and the understanding 

of your specific students that no algorithm can replicate. 

The most effective approach I've seen is simple: generate with AI, edit with intention, 

and when possible, refine with your students. That combination of speed, expertise, 

and student voice produces rubrics that are better than what any single source, human 

or machine, could create alone. 
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